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Palm Sunday is the day we celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, one
week before His resurrection (Matthew 21:1-11). As Jesus entered the holy city, He neared
the culmination of a long journey toward Golgotha. He had come to save the lost (Luke
19:10), and now was the time—this was the place—to secure that salvation. Palm
Sunday marked the start of what is often called “Passion Week,” the final seven days
of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Palm Sunday was the “beginning of the end” of Jesus’ work
on earth.
Men's Conference 2018
When: March 16th @ 7pm
17th @ 9am
18th @ 8am & 11am Service
Where: Mt. Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
1620 Helena Street,
Jacksonville, FL 32218

Bro. Randall Rodgers, Jr.
Sis. Natasha Johnson
Sis. Shaneika Wilson
Sis. Linda Hays
Sis. Danyelle Jones
Sis. Carolyn Gamble
Sis. Shelia Benton
Sis. Sandra Grayer
Bro. Romero A. Lee
Sis. Mildred Dunbar
Bro. Calvin Sinclair
Dea. Jerome Haynes
Sis. Tewannah Prince
Sis. Gail Bennett
Sis. Rosa Toussaint
Bro. Marquis Johnson
Sis. Yola Williams
Sis. Luv Mobley
Bro. Carl Blissitt
Min. Harriett Fields
Bro. Paul Jones
Sis. Keyanna Gollman
Sis. Sharita Rosemond
Sis. Eriterea I. Thomas
Sis. Janice Horne
Sis. Regina Wilson
Sis. Terri Lee
Sis. Charlotte Burrows
Sis. Sabrina Williams
Sis. Angel Baggs
Mo. Bennie R. King
Bro. Gregory Jackson
Sis. Chelsey Brown
Sis. Rolanda Styles
Bro. Tyveonce Stringfield
Sis. Iris R. Davis
Bro. Kerry Robinson
Sis. Louise Risher
Dea. John Scott III
Sis. Rachel Herring
Bro. Antonio Thomas
Sis. Ebony Jarrell
Sis. Lynda Anderson
Bro. Wallace Mitchell
Sis. Paige Wiggins
Bro. Robert Webb
Master Louis Wright Jr
Bro. Dennis Perdue
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Bro. James Gloster, Sr
Sis. Annie Turner
Bro. Timothy Grant
Min. Dorothy A Wright
Dea. Richard Eady
Bro. Anthony Garner
Sis. Trijuana Rosier
Sis. Tammi Jenkins
Sis. Gloria Hubbard
Dr. Robert E. Herring, Sr.
Sis. Tiffany Salles
Sis. Hope Moultrie
Sis. Gwendolyn Corley
Sis. Linda Newson
Sis. Kateashea Skinner
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Henry & Mattie Dickens Brown
03/13
Bernard & Rita Hall
03/17

Acknowledging God

Follow in My Ways
March 4th
The Lord Will Provide
Genesis 22:1-14
March 11th
A Prayer of Dedication
II Chronicles 6:12-21
March 18th
Worshipping in God's Temple
II Chronicles 7:1-9
March 25th
Seeking His Face

II Chronicles 7:12-22

Bruce and Padricka Griffin
03/18
Joe & Mattie Merritt
03/19
Louis & Dorothy Wright Sr
03/21
Louis and Robin Colvin
03/23
Cornelius & Elouis Randall
03/24
Andre & Bonita McBride
03/24
Rodney & Shante McFadden
03/26

Mt. Bethel Missionary Society
Presents

Pretty Hat Tea
Saturday, April 14, 2018
At 11:00AM
S. A.. Thomas Family Life
Building
1620 Helena Street, 32208
Tickets $10.00
2

PASTOR'S MESSAGE
The Resurrection, Pt. 1
Next month we celebrate the greatest event of the church, which is the
Resurrection. This is the historical event whereby Jesus came back from
physical death to newness of life with a glorified body, never to die again.
The bodily resurrection of Jesus is one of the central tenets of the
Christian faith. His bodily resurrection validates the claim that He is both
Lord and Christ.
The Resurrected Lord Jesus gives to us such a wonderful opportunity to
share His love with others. When the eleven disciples proceeded to
Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated, Jesus gave to them
what is called the Great Commission.
Matthew 28:19-20 (KJV) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20
Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
Brothers and sisters, let’s go back to that first Easter Morning. It is early in the morning – dawn – the sun has not risen.
A few of Jesus’ followers – women – are on their way to a tomb. You see, it is the tomb where Jesus was buried.

Three things assure us that Jesus the Lamb of God has risen from the dead:
• An empty cross
• An empty tomb
• And Empty burial clothes.
Brothers and sisters, as these ladies come to the top of the path, they can see off in the distance a place called the
skull, Golgotha. It was a reminder of what happened on Friday. You see, on Friday Jesus the Lamb of God hung on
a cross. The bloodstains are still there, Jesus died on that cross.
There was no question – Jesus is dead.
• The soldiers knew it
• The Romans knew it
• The Jews knew it
This is the place where Jesus died – but today, the cross is empty. An empty cross means that you and I stand forgiven.
Because it was on that cross that Jesus paid the penalty for our sins. Listen, we all have sinned. Every one of us, you,
me, the person sitting next to you, the person sitting behind you and in front of you. We have “all sinned and fallen
short of the glory of God.”
However, when you look at that empty cross – It is a reminder that on that day, God wrote in the blood of Jesus –
“Forgiven – Forgiven – Forgiven.” Our sins are forgiven!
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood Jesus.
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Oh! Precious is the flow, That makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, Nothing but the blood of Jesus!

Pastor and Lady Herring, Sr.
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THE
INSPIRATION
Prayer for our Pastor
Most holy and gracious Father, we come again before Your throne of grace to lift
up this petition on behalf of our Pastor. Oh God, first and foremost, we give You
hearty thanks for just keeping him thus far on his way. We pray that You continually
pour down upon him an abundance of Your mercy. Give him a watchful, humble
spirit, so that he will always seek to know and do Your will.
Father, we pray that You will always order his steps, so whenever he stumbles,
You will hold him; if he falls, please lift him up; and when he is hard-pressed with
other situations in his life, please deliver him. God, teach him to serve You as You
deserve, giving his all and never counting the cost.
Dear Father, as we close this prayer, we also take this opportunity to pray for our Pastor’s family. Bless them
in all their endeavors; keep them brave in peril, constant in their tribulations and always loyal and loving to
each other. Father, we pray this prayer in the precious name of Jesus, and count it already done. And we
say, Amen, Amen and Amen!
P. Cross

A Letter from the Lord
Do you realize that without Faith you cannot do anything in life? (Hebrews 11:6 - But without faith it is
impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them
that diligently seek him.)
No matter what you attempt to do in your life, if you do not have faith in God it will not work. Everywhere you
go there will always be someone there to question you. The enemy will always send a person, a place or
a thing to try altering your steps. (Matthew 17:20 - And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for
verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove
hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you).
Before you share your next God-given assignment with someone make sure they have the faith to believe
with you. Do not share your personal goals with carnal people. Do you realize the enemy’s tactics have not
changed? (John 10:10 - The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy).
D. Bell

The Power of Forgiving
Learning to forgive reminds me of the Balm in Gilead (Jer. 8.22). Doing so takes us to a place where the
Lord replaces the heavily weighed heart with a refreshed and renewed one. As the songwriter explained,
it's "How I Got Over". Truth be told, our ability to forgive may be the Lord's way of showing us (as He did
our elders), that indeed in Him there will always be a balm for our healing. This is a legacy worth owning
and sharing and honoring.
Albert Terry
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The Raines Vikings win their Second State Championship
20 YEARS AGO, the Raines Vikings brought home their first State Championship when they edged Belle Glades Central 32-27
for the only crown in Duval public school history,…until December 7, 2017, when they won their second State Championship!
Congrats, Vikings, on earning your title as the 2017 FHSAA 4A Football State Champions! Final Score: Raines-13, Cocoa-10.
National Signing Day was February 7, 2008, on the First Coast. Our two neighborhood high schools announced the roster of
senior athletes who were signed up at that time to colleges:
RAINES HIGH SCHOOL
Ivory Durham IV - Football - Valdosta State
Raynell Killian - Football - Valdosta State
George Webb - Football – FAMU
Shamar Jackson - Football – Livingston
Desmond Dembo - Football - Arizona Western
Joshua Battle - Track & Field - Florida Memorial
Jeremiah Battle - Track & Field - Florida Memorial
Trevon Laidler - Track & Field - Florida International

RIBAULT HIGH SCHOOL
Shania Edgecombe - Basketball - Southern Mississippi
Kenneth Channelle - Football - North Dakota State
Nick Garner - Football - Savannah State
Salik McRae - Football - Savannah State
Devon Matthews - Football - Indiana University (early)
Shawn Townes - Football - Methodist University
Julian Clark - Football - Arizona Western
Michael McCray - Football - Valdosta State
Elijah Thompson - Football - Cunningham

Thanks to the coaches for their untiring work with their young charges, and congratulations to the students for their degree of
excellence and commitment. Our prayer is that our young people will excel not only in their chosen sport, but in academics and
life itself as well. Remember, without God, we can do nothing.
Former Raines star Brian Dawkins makes Pro Football Hall of Fame
With a football tradition that runs deep, Raines High has sent 23 players to the NFL. On Saturday, February 3, 2018, for the first
time in the 53-year existence of the school, one of their own was voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, Brian Dawkins. (Gilbert’s
Bob Hayes was the first black Duval County recipient.) Dawkins, 43, is a Jacksonville native, a 1992 Raines graduate and a
graduate of Clemson in 1996. He is a former safety for the Philadelphia Eagles (1996-2008) and the Denver Broncos (2009-2011).
The Eagles retired his No. 20 jersey in 2012. Congratulations to Mr. Dawkins on this tremendous honor.

National Ranking Trophy Award
There are 17,000 nationwide high schools ranked by MaxPreps and every year, 50 schools are awarded with its national ranking
trophy. This year, Raines qualified to receive this trophy because not only are they highly ranked, they’re 102 in the country and
they also won their state championship. Congrats, Vikings, on earning your title as the 2017 FHSAA 4A Football State Champions,
to all the players, coaches and fans for an amazing year and for earning the “Army National Guard's National Ranking Trophy."
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Africa's Great Civilazations
For two consecutive Monday nights, February 12th and
19th, the Baptist Training Union presented two segments
of the PBS series, Africa’s Great Civilizations, narrated
and produced by Host, Dr. Henry Louis Gates, Jr. He
introduces us to the African continent through a series of
expansive views and myth-busting revelations. The first
segment begins at the origins of human existence.
Through anthropological and scientific discoveries
viewers learn that Africa is the genetic home of all
currently living humanity. In present-day Ethiopia, the
1997 discovery of fossil remains near the Omo River was
the first discovered connection between modern
humanity and the oldest known traces of the species to
have walked the earth some 195,000 years ago. Gates
concludes the first hour of the series in Meroë, the later
capital of the independent Kingdom of Kush. After the fall
of Cleopatra's Egypt to the Roman Empire, it was Meroë's
Queen Amanirenas who used her military leadership skills and her kingdom's iron weaponry to lead raids against
Roman Egypt that would result in the capture of a statue of the Emperor Augustus and force the Romans to the treaty
table in 22 B.C.
As we know. Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Four Sons of Ham: 1. Mizraim (Egypt) 2. Cush (Sudan,
Ethiopia) 3. Put (Lybia) 4. Canaan (Hivites, Jebusites, Arvadites, Girgashites, Amorites, Arkites, Sinites, Hittites,
Sidonians, Perizzites, Zemarites). Canaan was cursed, not Ham (Gen. 9:25, Gen. 9:25-27, Ex. 20:5). Canaan does
not exist as a nation today. Other three nations exist -- Egypt, Ethiopia and Lybia.
The fifth segment, “The Atlantic Age,” speaks of tremendous changes wrought in Africa by the opening of the
Atlantic World between the 15th and 18th centuries. For centuries, Eastern Africa, West Africa and Northern Africa
had all been tied deeply into long-distance commercial networks linking across the Eastern Hemisphere. However,
the encounter between West African kingdoms and, first, Portuguese mariners travelling farther and farther south
along Africa's Atlantic coast, and then the European colonization of the New World, transformed those relations.
Across the continent kingdoms and empires would rise and fall, with some 12.5 million Africans suffering
enslavement in the crosshairs.
In 1483, Kongo's King Nzinga Nkuwu forged a trade relationship with the Portuguese and switched the kingdom's
official religion to Roman Catholicism in 1491 A.D. His son, King Afonso, later reorders Kongo society based on a
distinctly indigenous form of Christianity, which Gates reveals by examining the kingdom's art and visiting one of the
most important architectural remains in the history of Christianity in Sub-Saharan Africa, the Cathedral of São
Salvador. These weren't the only changes binding Kongo to Europe. King Afonso makes the fateful decision to sell
slaves Kongo had captured, as enemies or captives in war, to the Portuguese for their burgeoning sugar production
on the island of São Tomé and Príncipe. This begins the slave trade of Africans selling Africans to other countries
across the Atlantic Ocean.
The DVD would make a great resource of information to anyone interested in our past.
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HAPPENINGS

Wedding bells also rang on Saturday, February
17, 2018, for Sis. Linda Reed and Bro. Johnny
Moore. The ceremony was officiated by Pastor
R. E. Herring, Sr., at the Premier Event Center on
Dunn Avenue, witnessed by family and friends.

Wedding bells rang on Tuesday, January 30,
2018, for Minister Patricia Jarrell and Bro.
Alphonso McBride. The ceremony was officiated
by Pastor R. E. Herring, Sr., in the S. A. Thomas
Family Life Building Reception area, witnessed
by family and friends.

"A QUESTION OF FAITH" - Movie Review
Violetra C. Ward speaker and author, was the speaker for the Missionary Women
of GOD Workshop held at Mt. Bethel on November 11, 2017. Along with an inspiring
activity session, she introduced us to her book, Joy Cometh in the Morning. I
began reading the book and found that it was an easy read with short chapters.
When you read this book you will read inspirational messages that will empower you
to find your purpose in God, provide direction to living a peaceful life with your
fellowman and how to share with others the love that can only be attained through
the eternal gift of salvation. “Joy Cometh in the Morning” will give you a glimpse of
the hope and peace that we have in Christ Jesus our Lord. To Love your fellow
sisters and brothers is your Christian duty, as this book emphasizes.
This book can be found in BRAM, our church library. Please stop by and check it out.
You can also find the books, “He Included Me” (The Autobiography of Mother Sarah
Rice), $15.00, and “My Journey to True Love” by Minister Connie Bend, $10.00
each.

P. Lewis
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Growing Out Of Fear
Isaiah 58:1-9; Matthew 9:10-17; Psalm 51:1-10
“Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and
your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your
rearguard.” Isaiah 58:1, 8
Isaiah 58:1 challenges us to “Shout out, do not hold back!” There are times when I really want to do just that - to
proclaim something I believe with my words or my actions, but fear stops me in my tracks. I can give lots of
excuses for why I hold back, procrastinate, and avoid starting things. I allow my fear of failure to prevent me from
getting started, which makes finishing things impossible. I am trying to reframe my fear as an opportunity to grow
in faith. Lent is a time of reflection and self-denial, and we often accept the challenge to take on something new or
give up something routine, even something we are dependent upon. In years past I have given up caffeine,
sweets, or movies (and I lived to tell about it!). The times when I have felt the most growth, in Lent or otherwise, is
when I have taken on something new. In doing so, I have to remember that often means leaving something old
behind. This year I am focusing on recognizing when fear is holding me back. I see my old patterns of thinking, my
typical ways of coping, and I am challenging myself to turn away from those ruts and step into something new.
Isaiah 58:8 assures me that stepping forward will be better than standing still: “Then your light shall break forth like
the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly.”
Father, thank You for providing me with the opportunity to let my light break forth like the dawn. Strengthen me to
turn my fear over to You, so that I can be healed. Help me grow into the faithful servant You called me to be. In
Jesus’ name, Amen
M. Taylor

Three Little Angels
It’s a joy when you heart hears the Lord’s call to service. It was simply amazing to witness three little angels answer
the altar call to salvation. On Sunday, February 11th, three young boys Jaydon Walker, Champ and Boss Davis, stood
before Pastor Herring, confessing they knew the Lord and were ready to be baptized. Do we realize just how special
and rare this occasion was? Many have come, but three young boys, all the same
age, came to surrender, confess their faith and be baptized at the same time. I don’t
believe this ever happened in our church before. We all need to look deep in
ourselves and reaffirm our commitment to Christ. It’s never too late to dig deep and
confess that “Lord, I’m not perfect and I want to be like
You. Help me, Oh Lord, to change my walk, so that I can
be a servant to Your will.” We pray that three precious little
treasures will grow in God’s perfect gift.
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AEM Presents Raines and Ribault Choruses in Concert
In honor of Black History Month, The Academic Education Ministry of Mt. Bethel presented the William M. Raines
and the Jean Ribault Choruses on Sunday, February 25, 2018. The Director for Raines is Sis. Karen Rosier and
Ribault’s Director is our own Sis. Sherrika Frazier. The R.E. Herring Sr. Male Chorus and the S.A. Thomas Sanctuary
Choir opened the program through song, after which, both choruses were introduced. Raines began with an old
spiritual, “Ain’t Got Tine to Die,” and proceeded with two other soul stirring selections. Ribault countered with the
spiritual, “In that Great Gettin’ Up Morning,” followed by two dynamic gospels. After being presented separately, the
two groups announced their collaboration, namely the Northwest Classic Gospel Chorus. No competition, but a
united front singing to the Glory of God. The Gospel Chorus ended the concert with “I Searched All Over,” led by
Directors Rosier and Frazier, and “Total Praise.” The entire congregation then sang “The Negro National Anthem,”
which ends with “Facing the rising sun of a new day begun, let us march on ‘till victory is won!”
Thank you all for a night to remember and to inspire us to continue our own personal journeys ‘till victory is won.

ness

THE YOUTH DEPARTMENT HONORS THE SENIORS
After Worship Service last fourth Sunday, all the church’s seniors were welcomed by our youth in the Banquet Hall,
where we were served a delicious dinner with all the fixings. After choosing our selections from the menu, our
personal host went to the serving line to get our order, and graciously brought back exactly what we ordered. The
menu consisted of delicious fried or baked chicken, seasoned rice, macaroni and cheese, collard greens, string
beans, roll, assorted desserts, tea, lemonade and water. Our thanks go to the Youth Department along with their
Director and Support Group for a job well done. Again, as in past years, you have treated us seniors royally, and we
appreciate you for the training that is being fostered among our youth – love of God and each other, and respect for
the elders. Your labor is not in vain.
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WHO ARE WE ANYWAY?
By Minister Connie Bend, MBA

The Standard Staff:
Editor
Mattie Taylor

I could begin by using the scripture – 1. Hebrew 10:25 – Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together… KJV. and it would satisfy my compliance with
the Good Book (Holy Bible). I could also use the training of my Grandma Lola (You
must go to church every Sunday). The other scriptures I could use are:

Dorothy Rogers

2. 1 Corinthians 1:9 - “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the
fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Distribution

3. 1 John 1:3 – “That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that
ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”
4. Acts 20:7 – “And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the
morrow; and continued his speech until midnight.”
5. Hebrews 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching.”
There are many scriptures that outline for Christians the fact that we must
commune and stay in close contact to minister to each other for the common good
of all. Our Church Covenant outlines and encourages us to worship together: “…
We moreover engage that when we remove from this place, we will, as soon as
possible, unite with some other church, where we can carry out the spirit of this
covenant and the principles of God’s Word.”

Chaplain
Secretary
Bonita McBride

Rosa Toussaint
Roselyn Toussaint

Copier / Reporter
Patricia Lewis

Photography/Video
Christine Hart, Coordinator
Al Campbell
Andrew Thomas
Randy Grant
Johnny Smith
Jerome Haynes, Sr.

Freelance Writers /
Reporters
Sonja Baptiste
David Bell
Connie Bend

The Five Reasons I attend church:
1. Because I choose to be obedient to God and honor His day (Ex 20:8)
2. Because I need to belong to a group of faith believers, brothers and sisters
who are striving to live out the gospel of Jesus Christ just like I am.
3. Because I need help in praying, tithing and fasting.
4. Because I need to hear reminders of God’s love.
5. Because I need a conscious break from work, family problems, and selfinterests to concentrate on the Lord Jesus Christ.
For further reading:
https://www.thoughtco.om/the-bible-on-church-attendance-701991
https://www.southernmbc.org/bgm/f/docs/BaptistChurchCovenant.html
https://christiananswers.net/q-acb/acb-t009.html
https://ww.dailywordofgodgroup.com/why-go-to-church.htmlkness
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KeAusha Haynes
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Elaine Smiley

Copy Editors
Fredrika Hill
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John Scott III, Coordinator
Samuel Lockwood
Delesia Scott

Advisor
M.H. Bellamy
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Daylight Saving Time
Begins

8:00A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
11A Morning Worship

25

8:00A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
11:00A Morning Worship
Men’s Conference

18

8:00A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
11:00A Morning Worship
5:00P Baptist Training Union
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HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11:00A Morning Worship

4

Sun

5:30P Missionary Society
6:30P Trustee Ministry
7:30P Deacons

26

6:00P Baptist Training
Union

19

12

6:00P Empowered
Brethren

5

Mon

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

27

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

20

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

13

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

6

Tue

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

28

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

21

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

14

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

7

Wed

29

22

15
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1

Thu
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30

31

9:00A Deaconess Ministry

24

Men’s Conference
11:00A State Oratorical Contest

23

17
Men’s Conference
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3

Sat

16

9

2

Fri

