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Sending you the blessings of Christ
on this New Year! May God always
shower You with lots of joy and
happiness!!
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Faith in Action

A Living Faith in God
January 7th
A Sincere Faith
Daniel 1:8-21
January 14th
A Bold Faith
Daniel 3:19-28
January 21st
A Prayer for an Obedient Faith
Daniel 9:4-8, 15-19
January 28th
A Strong Faith

James & Cynthia Boykins
1/15
John & Geri Crumley
1/20
Isaiah & Ruby Solomon
1/22

Daniel 10:10-19

**William & Vivian Cherry**
1/25
60th Anniversary

Thought Of
The Month
"Long long ago, in a far far
Galilee, Jesus walked led by
the Spirit. Come walk with us
as we are led by the Spirit in
2018!"
Shared by J&P Author unknown
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE
A Word for 2018
Jeremiah 29:10-11 (KJV) - 10 For thus saith the LORD, that after seventy years be
accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform my good word toward you, in
causing you to return to this place. 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward
you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end.
Chapter 29 of the book of Jeremiah is a letter written to a nation. This letter was
penned sometime after the deportation of the Nation of Judah in 597B.C. Jeremiah
might have penned it, but God dictates it. This letter is to those men and women
who now find themselves exiles in Babylon.
They are in Babylon because of their own disobedience. When they were deported,
they did not travel in a caravan of moving vans. They had to take with them only what they could carry. They had been
taken forcefully from their homes, losing everything they had. To make matters worse, they find themselves separated
from many of their family members and friends. They are now in a strange land, away from home, away from what’s
familiar to them
This letter was directed to the elders, priests, prophets, and people who had been carried away as captives to Babylon.
Jeremiah wanted them to know what God has the say about the situation they were in. First of all, Jeremiah wanted
them to know that God is responsible for their exile in Babylon. Listen, you can’t pray and fast your way out. Accept
it from the hand of God and let God have His way. Brothers and sisters, there are situations we get ourselves into that
will require time. You took your time to get yourself in it, and it’s going to take time to get out of it. We all like those
quick fixes, but sometime you just got to wait.
Verse 10 - The Lord said to them, “For thus saith the LORD, that after seventy years be accomplished at Babylon I
will visit you.” You’ve just got to deal with those seventy years. In other words, the reality is the situation is not going
to be resolved overnight. We always want to hear that God is going to turn this around for us in a short while. But that
will not always be the case. There are some things that you are just going to have to go through.
But here is the word of encouragement: Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV) - For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith
the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end. God’s thoughts are Personal: You are on
His mind. God is thinking about you. His thoughts are directed to you. The Almighty is thinking about you. If great men
have great thoughts, what shall we say of the thoughts of God?
His thoughts about you are Peaceful: Your troubles will not last forever. Although all odds are against you now, I will
still bring you through. In the midst of what you are feeling right now. In the midst of all your pain and disappointment.
In the midst of those around you trying to put you down. In the midst of this crazy mean world, God says, “Time out!
I want you to know I’ve got good plans for you.”
Out of the six billion people on this planet there is not another person like you. Listen, the believer does not create
the beauty, the Artist does, God does. All we are to do is just display the beauty of God. The thoughts of God are
Personal, Peaceful, and Purposeful.
Listen, there is a glorious future for you. God has a plan for your life. What I discovered is that everything you go through
is a part of God’s plan. It’s like a contractor; before he builds, he goes to an architect to draw up plans. What the
contractor does is work according to the plan.
God’s thoughts are Purposeful. God has two purposes in what He does: our good and His glory. Our good may not
feel good. It’s like taking a dose of castor oil. It didn’t taste good, but a few hours later, it will have you in the bathroom.
Sometimes God’s purpose may not feel good. But don’t give up on it. God’s purpose when fulfilled brings glory to God.
The best is yet to come!
Happy New Year!
Pastor and Lady Herring, Sr.
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THE
INSPIRATION
Prayer for our Pastor
Father God, in the name of your Son, Jesus the Christ, we come before You again.
Lord, You are the only One that is able to prosper and continuously keep our
pastor. We thank You God, for the anointing that You have placed over him, and
we speak wisdom, revelation, and understanding over him in prayer. Lord God,
we also speak strength and peace over him and declare that no weapon formed
against him shall prosper. We decree and declare, according to Your word, that
he remains healthy and physically fit, as You allow Your perfect will to reign in his
life. As we close this prayer, we ask that You keep his family and pray that You
draw nigh to them as they draw nigh to You. We close this prayer and count it
already done.
Amen
P. Cross

A Letter from the Lord
My people do not truly trust me. They act as they do based upon the people they are around, but I see and
know the intents of their hearts. Their trust for me is conditional. As long as I am doing what they want they
love me, but if I do not respond based on their timetables then the same people begin to revert back to their
way(s) of doing things. Each and every day I hear their prayers, petitions, pleas and promises. While they
sound so sincere, their heart is not really genuine. It’s offensive to see how My people fail to realize I know
them better than they know themselves. They cannot deceive me. I know if they really love me or if it is
just lip service. I am the Lord, I deserve their love and respect. Who else can do what I have done? Who
else can do what I do? Who else can do what I plan to do?
When my people are in need of finances, they run to get second jobs, play the lottery, call their connections,
take out more loans or sell personal items. I am their last option. When my people are in need of an answer,
they run to tarot cards, horoscopes or palm readers. I am their last option. When my people are offended
by someone else, they quickly plot a way to get revenge. They forget vengeance is mine. When my people
are hurting in their bodies, they run to drugs, alcohol, grandma’s remedies or Internet medical websites.
They forget My word has every answer they are in need of. They forget that “by His stripes” they are healed.
When my people are in need of comfort, they run to loved ones, friends, past mates, ungodly men or women,
sex. They forget the Holy Spirit was sent to be their Comforter.
Where is the trust? If My people would sit down and think about all I have done for them, THEY would realize
I have always been there for them. Never have I neglected them. Never have I turned my back on them.
I despise sin and I will not look upon it. If they want to run their own lives, I can make it possible (Romans
1:28 - And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things which are not convenient). I am the Lord, I change not. My WORD is available.
I AM available. BUT, I am tired of people saying they love me, but their hearts are far from me. I am tired
of the stiff-necked people. I AM the Lord, I deserve better. It is time for My people to answer one important
question: “Do you really trust Me?”
D. Bell
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RETIREMENT TIME
Sis. Helen Curtis has retired as Mt. Bethel’s
Church Administrator effective January 1, 2018.
This is going to be a tremendous adjustment for
all of us who have depended on her to be on call
at all times. In January 2005, Sis. Curtis
assumed the position as Mt. Bethel’s first fulltime
Church Administrator. She didn’t realize that the
position did not come with a complete job
description.
However, having years of
experience in the corporate world, she
recognized that this job would require much more
than just answering phones, taking messages
and being there for families during their time of
need.
Over these past twelve years, the position of
Administrator has been transformed into
numerous responsibilities:
maintenance
manager, pastor’s assistant, working with the
church secretary, mentoring, building manager
for the S. A. Thomas Family Life Center, event
coordinator, and working in cooperation with
Pastor Herring with the venders in the Florida
General Baptist Convention. Sis. Curtis has
worked faithfully, efficiently and tirelessly; she
provided professional, quality service and
expressed love to all that crossed her path; but
there were times when she would have to reluctantly say “No” to requests when it was necessary. The road
was not always easy, but she performed her duties with dignity and love for God and His children. Sis. Helen
Curtis, we cannot say “Thank You” enough for your dedicated service to this great church.
M. Taylor

The P.E.A.K Ministry - A New Beginning for the Youth
Happy New Year! To God be the Glory for the things He has done! This year the Youth Ministry has been
truly blessed and we are grateful to end the year with a bang! On Christmas Eve we ministered with a skit
portraying the meaning of Christmas.
On 5th Sunday, December 31, 2017, we revealed the new name of the Youth Ministry. The Youth Ministry
will now be called The P.E.A.K. Ministry (Pre-K, Elementary, Adolescent Kids). Along with a new name, we
welcome the following new Staff members: Rev. Stevie
Watts, Elder Eric Houston and Minister Tonya
Houston.
We would like to thank everyone for participating in our
Blessing Tree. The donations will be used to remodel
our ministry space, and we are still accepting
donations.
The Youth Explosions program will be moving to
Saturdays, and Youth Church will resume in the Spring
of 2018. Details will be available at a later date. Please
contact Sis Padricka Wiggins, Director, for further
details.
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HAPPENINGS

Wedding bells rang for Chaneil Wade and Anthony
Davis, Jr., on third Sunday,17, 2017, 5:00pm, in
the Reception Area of the S.A. Thomas Family Life
Center, with Pastor R. E. Herring, Sr., Officiating.
Chaneil is the daughter of Cornelius and Antoinette
Wade. Anthony is the son of Dea. and Sis. Anthony
and Iris Davis, Sr., and the grandson of Sis. Mary
Davis and Mother Delores Rosier.

"A QUESTION OF FAITH" - Movie Review
The Harbinger is a 2012 best-selling Christian novel by Rabbi
Jonathan Cahn, a Messianic Jew. It suggests that the 9/11 terrorism
attack was a divine warning to the United States.
The book draws parallels between the Kingdom of Israel and modernday America. The author argues that America was founded similar to
ancient Israel and the Founding Fathers envisioned a country based
on the rules of God and a Light unto the Nations. The author lists a
series of warnings or harbingers that were given to ancient Israel
before its final destruction by the Assyrians and makes a parallel
between each and the events of 9/11.
I found this book to be a very good book for Christians to read. It shows
that there is nothing new in this world. What happened to Israel can
happen in the United States. As Christians, we must continue to tell the
world about the birth, death, and resurrection of our Savior.
P. Lewis

Nugget
Before you give up on the promise(s) God made to you … If God said He would
do it then what are you quitting for? (2nd Corinthians 1:20 - For all the promises
of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us.)
D. Bell
6

Sister Delesia Scott Graduates
Deacon and Sister John W Scott III, the proud parents
of Delesia Brianne Scott, would like to thank all of our
church family for your support and prayers and want
you to share with us as we congratulate Delesia on
graduating from the University of Central Florida with
a Bachelor’s Degree in Information Technology on
December 16, 2017. We ask God’s continued favor in
her life and may it be filled with exciting new places,
great opportunities and wonderful adventures. As she
looks toward her future and the promises that it brings,
we ask that He allows her to walk in her purpose. May
God continue to rest, rule and abide in her life, in Jesus'
name.
P. Scott

Sister Kenyatta Nicole Thomas

Sister Kenyatta Thomas, the Goddaughter of
Sister Priscilla Thomas, has embarked upon
a career with the Jacksonville Sheriff's
Office, where she will be serving her
community as a Corrections Officer at the
County Jail. Let us please keep Sis. Thomas
in our prayers.
JWillie
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Martin Luther King Little Known Facts
As we prepare to celebrate the birthday of Martin Luther King, here are a few littleknown facts.
King’s birth name was Michael, not Martin. In 1934, however, his father, a pastor
at Atlanta’s Ebenezer Baptist Church, traveled to Germany and became inspired by the
Protestant Reformation leader Martin Luther. As a result, King Sr. changed his own
name as well as that of his 5-year-old.
At the age of 15 King entered college King was such a gifted student that he skipped grades nine and 12 before enrolling in 1944
at Morehouse College, the alma mater of his father and maternal grandfather.
King received his doctorate in systematic theology. After earning a divinity degree from Pennsylvania’s Crozer Theological
Seminary, King attended graduate school at Boston University, where he received his Ph.D. degree in 1955. The title of his
dissertation was “A Comparison of the Conceptions of God in the Thinking of Paul
Tillich and Henry Nelson Wieman.”
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech was not his first at the Lincoln Memorial. Six
years before his iconic oration at the March on Washington, King was among the
civil rights leaders who spoke in the shadow of the Great Emancipator during the
Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom on May 17, 1957. Before a crowd estimated at
between 15,000 and 30,000, King delivered his first national address on the topic of
voting rights. His speech, in which he urged America to “give us the ballot,” drew
strong reviews and positioned him at the forefront of the civil rights leadership.
King was imprisoned nearly 30 times. The civil rights leader went to jail 29 times. He was arrested for acts of civil disobedience
and on trumped-up charges, such as when he was jailed in Montgomery, Alabama, in 1956 for driving 30 miles per hour in a 25mile-per-hour zone.
King narrowly escaped an assassination attempt a decade before his death. On September 20, 1958, King was in Harlem
signing copies of his new book, “Stride Toward Freedom,” in Blumstein’s department store when he was approached by Izola
Ware Curry. The woman asked if he was Martin Luther King Jr. After he said yes, Curry said, “I’ve been looking for you for five
years,” and she plunged a seven-inch letter opener into his chest. The tip of the blade came to rest alongside his aorta, and King
underwent hours of delicate emergency surgery. Surgeons later told King that just one sneeze could have punctured the aorta and
killed him. From his hospital bed where he convalesced for weeks, King issued a statement affirming his nonviolent principles
and saying he felt no ill will toward his mentally ill attacker.
King’s last public speech foretold his death. King had come to Memphis in April 1968 to support the strike of the city’s black
garbage workers, and in a speech on the night before his assassination, he told an audience at Mason Temple Church: “Like
anybody, I would like to live a long life. Longevity has its place. But I’m not concerned about that now … I’ve seen the Promised
Land. I may not get there with you. But I want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will get to the Promised Land. And I’m
happy tonight. I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord.”
Members of King’s family did not believe James Earl Ray acted alone. Ray, a career criminal, pled guilty to King’s
assassination but later recanted. King’s widow, Coretta, believed the Mafia and local, state and federal government agencies were
deeply involved in the murder.
King’s mother was also slain by a bullet. On June 30, 1974, as 69-year-old Alberta Williams King played the organ at a Sunday
service inside Ebenezer Baptist Church, Marcus Wayne Chenault Jr. rose from the front pew, drew two pistols and began to fire
shots. One of the bullets struck and killed King, who died steps from where her son had preached nonviolence.
George Washington is the only other American to have had his birthday observed as a national holiday. In 1983 President
Ronald Reagan signed a bill that created a federal holiday to honor King. The holiday, first commemorated in 1986, is celebrated
on the third Monday in January, close to the civil rights leader’s January 15 birthday.
M. Taylor
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The Gift of Praise Through Song
Christmas is a time of hope and anticipation. Presents are piled under trees in homes. Department stores call to us with
things we cannot live without and things we must give if we love our friends and family. The tragedy is that every year
we get roped into the same hollow claims and find ourselves just as empty at noon on Christmas day, even though we
have opened every present.
Well, this year the Mt. Bethel Music Ministry was led to do something different by giving a gift that keeps on giving, the
Ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through song.
The S.A. Thomas Sanctuary Choir under the direct leadership of Bro. Richard Hill, III, Minister of Music, presented their
Annual Christmas Concert on December 10, 2017, at 5:00 pm. This year’s theme was all about Hymns. Though some
hymns are sung now with contemporary arrangements, the words still have a profound effect on one’s heart.
This year’s concert was nothing short of being a blessing to all in attendance, and remember, Jesus is the reason for
the season.
JWillie

If It Had Not Been For The Lord
I often wonder where, what or how I would be if the Lord had not saved my life. It is amazing to think how often we placed
ourselves in harm’s way and the Lord continuously pulled us out.
Have you ever sat down long enough to see how faithful the Lord has been to you? In spite of your imperfections, the
Lord never gave up on you. Just think about the night you were dancing in the club and the gunshots rang out. It was
the Lord who made a way of escape. It seems that the people of God have lost sight of God’s goodness. For some
reason, we live our lives as if God owes us. We come and go as we please. We only pray when we want something
from Him. We live any kind of way, say anything we want and treat people like dirt, but we proclaim to be Christians.
This Is Not About You! Who we are is because of the Lord. Where we are is because of the Lord. What we desire to
be will come through the Lord.
Be not deceived, demons do not tremble when they hear your name. (James 2:19 - Thou believest that there is one
God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble) Stop acting like the world revolves around you. Humble
yourself. Do you realize God has someone somewhere prepared to replace you? As you go forth today, make sure you
remember it is because of who God is that we are able to live, move and have our being. (Philippians 2:9-11 - Wherefore
God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.)
D. Bell
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WHO ARE WE ANYWAY?
As I began this post it was significant to me that “Bag Lady” by Erykah Badu
is playing on Pandora. Listen in your spare time; it kind of sheds a little light
on this subject. The above question permeated my mind this week. I began
the process of rediscovering Who I Am. I'm a Christian, I'm a Mother, I'm
a Sister, I'm an Aunt, I'm a Cousin, I'm a Boss, I'm a Nana, and on and on.
But then I stopped and asked this question to myself - “Who am I really?”
I now invite you to explore this question with me. “Who are you?” Did you
begin by comparing yourself to others and their treatment or labels for you?
Let's from this day forward define ourselves by our standards and the idea
of who we really want to be, not by who others think we are. Years ago as
I performed Franklin Covey's plan for achieving your highest priorities, I
had to answer several questions. The purpose was to determine what
really mattered to me and to follow through and plan to make sure those
things were priorities in my life. It was during this time that I decided how
I would spend the remainder of my life. https://franklinplanner.fcorgp.com/
store/). We all share many roles as outlined above and many more.
This week I'll share my roles and how I organize them in an effort to help you get started on your journey
of discovering who you really are or want to be in this life.
Child of God - My life is now directed and not driven. Daily I seek God's will for my life by reading the Holy
Bible and other materials. I grow most from Christ’s Object Lessons and how He interacted with people on
a daily basis. I find myself thinking through my humanness and just when I can't figure it all out it seems a
light goes off and I remember His divineness. It is at these times that I pull on that spiritual strength that only
He and the Holy Spirit can provide to my soul (mind, will and emotions).
Mother - I find myself daily amazed at the three creatures that I was blessed to give birth to and the
responsibilities that I continue to fulfill. Giving them back to God was easy at the "Blessing Ceremony;"
however, remembering that they were on loan to me didn't come so easy.
Nana - I love my grandchildren. They are like little sponges that I can fill with hope, dreams, knowledge and
desires. Even as they grow and I'm not their priority (except when they need...), I grow because I strive to
find creative ways to maintain an effective role in their lives.
Minister - A role I had placed aside for a minute. Try as I might to place it aside, it is a role that I must continue
to fulfill and provide to a dying and hurting world. I now know that by helping and ministering to others, I
indeed am helping me.
Family - Family is important and if I am to remain warm and alive then it is pertinent that I keep this quilt or
tribe intact. If I pick and chose and throw away pieces of this patch quilt then I will truly freeze, maybe even
to death.
Job - To fulfill the above responsibilities and flourish I must perform this role well, and many of the above
roles tend to overlap in this capacity.
Love - This role had been easy for me to put aside in the past because of hurts, disappointments and past
betrayals. However, I now realize that I like me better when I am giving and receiving true, compassionate
and trusting love and companionship. (We'll get back to this one on future posts).
So as you see, the key is to identify values, set goals, plan and prioritize your life to assure that you spend
the necessary time in each role to assure that you accomplish your preset and predetermined goals. Yes,
if you were to peer into my planner, you would see that I have scheduled times next year for my grands to
insure that I am in their lives, etc.
I hope these words will inspire and motivate you to decide Who You Are, how you want to spend your life,
and the legacy you want to leave behind.
Who Am I? I am a God fearing, Christian woman who loves deeply and enjoys living my life one day at a
time. Traveling, writing and teaching are my passions. I share my life lessons to help others in their pursuit
of this life’s journey. My favorite plant is the Hibiscus and my kryptonite is the Beach. My ultimate desire
is to leave a legacy of True Love.
C Bend
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