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Third Sunday, November 19, 2017
Get Ready , Get Ready, Get Ready, Mt. Bethel
Deacon William Cherry (Chairman) and Deacon Kenny Harris
(Co- Chairman), with all the members of District Six thru Ten,
would like to invite you, your family
and friends to Homecoming 2017.
Two sons of this great church will
bring the Word. Beginning with the
8:00 am Service, our Speaker will be
Rev. James C. Hayes, Jr.; 9:30 am Sunday School; our 11:00 am
Speaker is Rev. Corey Williams of
Impact Christian Church, Savannah,
GA.

Rev. Corey Williams
Impact Christian Church
Savannah, GA

Rev. James C. Hayes, Jr.
Jacksonville, FL

Bro. James Brown

11/1

Sis. Alexiyah Scott

11/19

Dea. General Monroe

11/1

Dr. Quiana Wilson

11/20

Bro. Phillip Blocker

11/1

Dea. Wilbur Bellamy Sr.

11/21

Sis. Patricia Mull

11/2

Sis. Tiffany Felder Franklin 11/22

Bro. Al Carlyle

11/2

Bro. Anthony Carter

11/22

Sis. Cynthia Horn

11/3

Sis. De'Asis Morgan

11/22

Bro. Brian Keith Johnson

11/3

Sis. Tanisha Johnson

11/23

Bro. Arthur Davis

11/3

Bro. Dominique Walker

11/23

Sis. Katherine Washington

11/3

Sis. Janice Jackson

11/24

Sis. Brenda Ingram

11/4

Bro. Walter Rosier III

11/25

Sis. Dez-Janea Jones

11/6

Sis. Channeil Wade

11/25

Sis. Sheryl Telfair

11/7

Bro. Kaleb Thornton

11/26

Sis. Renata Franck

11/7

Bro. John W. Scott IV

11/27

Sis. Faith Jenkins

11/9

Sis. Wilhelmina Johnson

11/29

Bro. Migule Prince

11/9

Sis. Manesha Shubrick

11/29

Sis. Karen Williams

11/9

Bro. Kevin T. Haynes

11/30

Sis. Mattie Dickens-Brown

11/10

Bro. Anthony Davis

11/10

Dea. Eugene Grant

11/11

Sis. Joan Toler

11/11

Sis. Daneshea Felder

11/12

Sis. Zettie Givens

11/12

Sis. Tiffanie McKenzy

11/12

Sis. Queen Robinson

11/13

Min. Joy Herring

11/13

Sis. Sotonia Wells

11/13

Min. Rita Hall

11/15

Sis. Trinity Cohen

11/15

Sis. Alisa Bailey

11/16

Sis. Chiquita Harris

11/16

Sis. Ella Styles-Swan

11/16

Bro. Richard Hill IV

11/17

Sis. Edwina Washington

11/17

Bro. Anthony Barney

11/17

Dea. Bobby Smiley

11/18

Sis. Kayla A. Hancock

11/18

Sis. Valerie Barnes

11/18

November 11, Missionary Women of God Workshop

Bro. Lamar Lindsey

11/18

December 10, Christmas Concert (Music & Art Ministry)

Sis. Xiomara Grace

11/19

FOCUS

Covenants With God

An Everlasting Covenant
November 5th
Faithful God, Unfaithful People
Numbers 25:10-13; I Samuel 2:30-36
November 12th
Promise of a New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:27-34
November 19th
Mediator of the New Covenant
Hebrews 12:14-15, 18-29

Dea. Stanley & Jackie Holsey
11/06
Rev. Aaron & Min. Diane
Jacobs 11/07

November 26th
Remembering the Covenant
I Corinthians 11:23-34

Rev. Stevie & Deborah Watts
11/11
Bro. Timothy & Mia Jenkins
11/30
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PASTOR'S MESSAGE

It’s Thanksgiving!
There was a fourth-grade boy who was asked to give a report on Thanksgiving,
and to read it to the entire class. The teacher reminded him that he needed to
be politically correct. “Remember, there are certain things that you are not
allowed to say in public school because it might offend others.”
On the day of the report the boy stood and read, "The Pilgrims came here from
England seeking freedom of you know what. When they got here they gave
thanks to you know who. And because of them, we can worship each Sunday
at you know where."
On the fourth Thursday of this month, we celebrate Thanksgiving. Brothers and
sisters, there is something just marvelous about Thanksgiving. It can be
defined as a time when congregations and families reflect upon the works that
God has done in the past, while anticipating His continued blessing and favor in the future.
It’s Thanksgiving! Time for all of that home cooking; time for all of that home baking; time for family get-togethers. But
it’s Thanksgiving! Thanksgiving means “Thanks must be given.”
Listen, we live in a society where people try to take God out of Thanksgiving and attempt to find other ways to keep
from saying “Thank you, God.” I hear people saying, “Thank goodness,” instead of saying, “Thank God.” What is thank
goodness? Who is goodness? Does goodness have a name? I also hear people saying, “I thank my lucky stars.”
Where are your lucky stars? How do you get them? How do you get the stars to work for you?
The Psalmist tells us in Psalm 92:1 - It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name,
O most High: We must have an attitude of gratitude. And our gratitude must be directed to God.
1 Thessalonians 5:18 (KJV) - In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.
Notice, Paul didn’t say, “for everything,” but “In everything.” There is always something for which to give thanks; even
in our darkest days there are blessings to count. We must remember that if we face the sun, the shadows will always
fall behind us; but if we turn our backs on the sun, the shadows will always be in front. Thanksgiving is a vital element
of worship.
Psalm 121:1-2 (KJV) - I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the
LORD, which made heaven and earth. So, brothers and sisters, you’ve got to give “thanks.” You’ve got to say it. You’ve
got to articulate it. Thanksgiving is not Thanksgiving until you give it.
There is so much, even under all circumstances, to be thankful for. Whatever you are going through, if you still have
life, health, food, clothing, air, water, friends, yes, even your enemies. Yes, in all these things we should give thanks.
I hear you thinking, “How can I give thanks for my beat-up car?” Well, thank God you have a car. You say, “Rev., I
don’t have a car.” Well, thank God you have feet. You say, “Rev., I can’t walk.” Well, thank God that you have a
wheelchair. You say, “Rev., I am confined to a bed.” You mean you are in a bed and know it? There are many who
are confined to a bed and don’t know it. Be thankful!
Happy Thanksgiving
Pastor and Lady Herring, Sr.
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THE INSPIRATION
CORNER
Prayer for our Pastor
Father God, in the precious name of Jesus, we come thanking You for the privilege of
once again being able to lift this petition on behalf of our Pastor. Father, we thank You
for keeping him safe from all hurt, harm and danger. It is our prayer that You will
continuously order his steps; we ask that You bless his going out and bless his coming
in. Father, we pray that his blessings overtake him. Oh God, keep a hedge around him;
You made him and You know all about him, even the number of hairs on his head.
Father, we know that You can and we are just asking that You will. Lord Jesus, as we
close this prayer, we pray for his family. We ask that You give them a closer walk with
Thee. Keep them also on the straight and narrow as they do Your will. Lord, we count
all these blessing already done and close this prayer in the precious name of Your
darling Son, Jesus Christ. Thank God and Amen.
P. Cross

He's Preparing You
God Knows What He Is Preparing You For! He knows when, where and
how to use you. He doesn't need to consult a board, a church
conference, or someone else to approve His decisions. 1 Corinthians 2:9
– "But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for
them that love him." When everything appears chaotic just trust
because God knows what He is doing.
D. Bell

Three F Words

Focus
How we perceive a situation and how we react to it is the basis of our stress. If you focus on the negative in any
situation, you can expect high stress levels. However, if you try and see the good in the situation, your stress levels
will greatly diminish.
Faith
Though many are the forces threatening our Christian family unity, we must encourage one another and build
each other up in the faith.
Forgiveness
The goal then is to pay that forward and encourage others to do the same while leading a righteous life by
example, always striving to forgive the trespasses of others and forgive yourself as well.
M. Taylor
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THE INSPIRATION
CORNER
Behold, The Bridegroom Cometh!
For the culmination of our Fundraiser, "Sow a Seed to Pay the Deed,"
Sis. Ruthie Prime and her project staff presented a powerful
interpretation of "Behold, The Bridegroom Cometh," which was
performed Sunday, October 22, 2017, after Morning Worship.
Matthew 25:6 - "And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, The
Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him." Each bride was named
for a Fruit of the Spirit, and through written word and song, the story
of Jesus’ coming was presented. The cast was as follows: Narrators,
Mia and Faith Jenkins; Brides: Auree Crane – Love, Ramiah Herring
– Hope, Vicki Barney – Joy, Nadia Baker – Patience, Sherica FrazierPeace, Ronalda Nelson – Faith, Patricia Crane – Goodness, Juanita
Cooks – Gentleness, Priscilla Thomas – Long Suffering, and Richard
"Tony" Hartsfield - Jesus.
M. Taylor

(Go to the website for further coverage/video)

Reflection on Fall
It is interesting to discover what causes the beautiful colors of fall in the eastern deciduous forests, and to realize
it may be an analogy of what happens to all of us sooner or later in our lives. The color changes are caused by a very
complex bio-chemical process, but it can be summarized very simply. The chlorophyll pigment that produces the
brilliant greens of summer breaks down as the days grow shorter and colder. The pigments of yellow, orange and
red that are masked by the green can then begin to show through. It is not a new color. The color has always been
there, but only now, when the tree or shrub can no longer mask it with chlorophyll does it become visible.
Something of this same kind of thing can happen in a human life. When we no longer need to hide behind our masks,
when we discover who we are as children of a loving and faithful God, we can allow our true selves to emerge. The
analogy works in another way also. When we are no longer able to mask our true selves (this usual- ly happens as
we grow older), the truth of what we have made of our lives begins to emerge. It is often true that we do not change
as we grow older, we simply become more intensely what we have grown to be. One whose personality has been
angry or domineering or unfriendly usually will become more so with aging. Those are truths worth pondering and
learning from.
Watching the leaves turn can offer us valuable lessons about ourselves. But certainly the most important lessons
from the natural world have to do with the One who is Lord of all nature. The beauty of fall is a reflection of the beauty
of the Creator. And the process that leads from summer to fall and then to the death of wintertime is a reminder
of our own mortality. But that is never the end. Spring comes again. God has promised us the gift of new life and
springtime is its herald. Our task is simply to live out the seasons of our lives as fully as we can, and in so doing , to
experience the deep joy and beauty that God offers us all. When that happens, the image of God
in each of us emerges.
M. Taylor
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HAPPENING

A Community Affair
On Saturday, October 7, 2017, the neighbors of what is known as the "Bottom Creekers"
came together to celebrate our heritage and acknowledge those who enhanced our lives.
The "Master of Ceremony" was Dennis Gamble, with Willie "Bo" Walker presenting the
history of the community and this event, our 20th Anniversary Celebration. Elder Sarah
Webb Rhodes spoke of her Aunt Sarah Webb Rice, who was a leader not only in the
community, but a leader in Mt. Bethel Baptist Church, received many degrees, authored
"He Included Me," and introduced many souls to Christ. Juan Glover spoke of his mother,
Juanita Glover, who was a seamstress, and made numerous uniforms for all that needed
them for serving in ministries in Mt. Bethel Baptist Church. She was also an accomplished
baker, President of Usher Board 1, was a lead singer in the choir, was a Sunday School
Teacher, and nurtured all that crossed her path. Rev. Michael McCoy spoke of his father,
who was a brick mason who helped built homes for many in the neighborhood along with
performing home repairs. He also noted that we as a
community always took care of each other and we
respected our friends and neighbors. They were our
families.
Anthony Walker, Kenny Rogers, and Donell Walker
were our barbeque masters, and others supplied the
side dishes. After the blessing, lunch was served.
There were games and music, and balloons were
released to remember our loved ones who have
transitioned on. We pray that next year this becomes
a bigger and greater event.
M. Taylor
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Oh, Give Thanks!
The time is here where we in the United States and many other countries pause to give thanks. Thanksgiving is also
known as Harvest Festival in some cultures. The United States, Canada, Liberia, Netherlands, Norfolk Island and
Grenada are thought to celebrate it best. http://thecountriesof.com/what-countries-celebrate-thanksgiving-day/
Giving is a verb, and many religions follow the practice of giving of tithes (Catholic, Mormon, Baptist, Baha’i*,
Methodist, Presby- terian, Pentecostal, Evangelical, Islam*, Episcopalian, Hinduism*, Adventists). This list of course is
not thought to be all inclusive. http://www.tithing.com/blog/comparing-denominations-and-religions-that-tithe/
As a member of the Judeo-Christian (Missionary Baptist) Faith I have chosen to adhere to the Malachi 3:8-12 (KJV)
scripture and bring tithes into the church. I don’t debate this scripture because I have truly witnessed the blessings that
come because of my obedience. When I purchase a car, I sign the contract that says I will pay a certain amount until
the car is paid in full. This is how I view my contract with my faith. I have struggled over the years with being a faithful
tithes payer on those occasions when I have been overtaken by my bad financial decisions. This is when I would say,
"The Lord knows my true motivation." (smile)
My commitment now (givelify makes it easy www.givelify.com ) is to hit the givelify app as soon as my monies hit the
bank. I know I feel better when things get tight and I can hold Father God to His word, to "rebuke the devourer for my
sake" - Malachi 3:11…. There are times when I feel like the children of Israel with the Manna. God provides just enough
for that day or that month or that situation. The key word here is of course "providing;" He always does. It may not be
the way I thought; sometimes I just receive the wisdom to do without the purchase or some other better choice comes
along. I simply say, "Okay Lord, I got it." And I just move along.
Members and Friends, I ask that you please continue to pray for me as I strive to do God’s will for my life.
Until next time, I’ll continue #SharingLifeLessons as Connie Sue Writes.
By: Connie Sue (Minister Connie Bend)

BOOK SHELF
My Journey To True Love is the autobiography of Minister Connie Bend. It tells the
story of her up-bringing in a small, segregated Southern town. It is the story of a
search for love and trust. With openness and honesty, Connie shares her path of
heartache, disappointment, and struggle.
Appropriately, her Book Signing was Monday, September 25, 2017, in Perry, Florida,
Min. Bend’s hometown, and was a great success, even attended by two former
Mayors of Perry. Like other professional women, she was taxed with finding true love
amid the pressures of discov- ering someone that would fit into her social circles. The
book will lead you on a journey through Connie's life, from her childhood to her fourth
marriage, which ended in divorce after Connie Sue discovered her husband was
cheating. As she tells her story, tears may flow, but in the end, you will find yourself
rooting for our heroine.
Min. Bend states: "In order to love, you have to trust, so true love always makes us
vulnerable. However, being that exposed is perfectly fine if you really love someone.
The hard part of this entire situation is learning to be open and to let yourself go. At
Con-nie Sue WRITES INC., we want to help you with that, so we have published a
touching book about self-discovery, which follows a woman's journey through life.
This story proves that when you put all other things aside, you can find love, and you
can find your- self."
My Journey To True Love can help men and women truly think about who they really are, and demonstrates how someone who strives
to follow God's will can eventually come to a place of trust and love. Once you've read her story, you will feel as if you have taken the trip
with her.
The cost is $10.00 and will be available through the church library, or www.amazon.com. She may be followed on conniesueblog or
https://conniesuewrites.com.
Post note: Min. Connie's commitment is to relationship building techniques. She teaches classes to churches, schools, community
organizations and professional associations. Her practical and open honesty have led to her tremendous success!
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Congratulations
The wedding bells rang on April 13, 2017, for Quiyana Pollard and Marvin Whitley,
witnessed and supported by family and friends. Quiyana is the daughter of Sis.
Chiquita Harris and Brian Pollard and the granddaughter of Sis. Renetta McIntosh.
Marvin is the son of Ms. Jean Reid and Marcus Whitley. We pray and rejoice with
them as they begin their marital journey.

CELEBRATING BRAM
(Biblical Resources and Archives Ministry)

GRAND OPENING
If you are interested in church history this is the place to be.
After three years of preparation, BRAM will open its doors
to the members on Third Sunday, November 19, 2017. The
grand opening is in conjunction with our HOMECOMING
CELEBRATION.
In BRAM, members will be able to view important church
history, documents, pictures, etc. They will also be able to
check out biblical resource materials (books, cds, dvds, etc.).
Computer access is also available to histories, documents and pictures.
BRAM is located on the second floor, the first room on the hallway, near the upstairs reception area.
Please plan to visit BRAM after the Homecoming Service before you leave church. You will be able to browse through and keep
pictures of past events, tour the BRAM office, receive a brochure that will allow you to refer- ence what can be found in BRAM,
and even purchase 150th Church Anniversary memorabilia for a small donation.
Also, we are always looking for church memorabilia. If you have such items at home please consider donating
them (or a copy) to BRAM.
P. Lewis
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Ministry News
All ministries and districts are asked to hold their elections
as soon as possible. All changes of presidents, chairmen
and directors should be submitted to the church office by
Sunday, November 26, 2017. Deacons, Ministry Leaders
and Secretaries were given this information during the
October 12, 2017 meeting.
Any Districts not represented at the last Leadership
meeting did not receive the new Church Policies and
Procedures Handbooks. Books should be distributed one
per family in your district meeting. Please contact the
church office to receive your books.
Districts are asked to provide the church office with an
updated membership list by the end of the year. Please
include current address, telephone number and email
address of each member.

The Mt. Bethel Food Pantry is in need of ten (10) Turkeys for
Thanksgiving Baskets. Please contact Sis. Janice Jones at (904)
765-3424 as soon as possible.
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GOD BELONGS IN MY CITY PRAYER WALK
Every morning, afternoon and evening when you turn on the TV,
pick up a newspaper, or surf the internet you are bombarded with
news of murders, robberies, kidnapping, and the list goes on and
on. Christians have started to fight back because enough is enough.
Each year throughout the country there are "prayer walks" where
young and old come together for a common cause, to pray for their
city’s troubles. Prayer walks were held in Houston, Dallas and
Jacksonville on October 21, 2017. Mr. and Mrs. Alan and Maryann
Diaz have led prayer walks in our city for the past seven years, and this year, through the
encouragement of Ministers Eric and Tonya Houston, Mt. Bethel was represented with ten
walkers and several volunteers. Starting at A. Philip Randolph Park our first stop was at the
Jacksonville Memorial Arena where we sang and prayed for businesses and marriag- es in
the city. The next stop was the First Coast News Station next to the stadium where we
prayed for the educational system, led by Ministers Houston. Next was the down- town
Duval County jail where we prayed for the incarcerated and for the leaders of this nation.
Our last stop was the Sulzbacher Center where Mt. Bethel prayed with the citizens who
were sitting along the street and another group of walkers prayed with folks who were
around the corner. Sis. Patricia Scott brought along a huge first aid kit bag to assist any
walkers who may have needed attention along the route. Dea. John Scott followed the
route in his vehicle to assist any walkers who were not able to finish. He also utilized his DJI
Phantom 4 drone to take aerial photos and videos at each of the stops.
Data: 215 participants at the prayer walk; 34 Volunteers w/ Free GBIMC volunteer shirt; 75
families in the Eastside area blessed with FREE groceries; 100 GBIMC shirts donated to the
Youth. All in all, a great spiritual unity was felt by all that participated, and a spe- cial thank
you to the Houstons and all the supporters. They will keep us abreast of information
concerning next year’s walk to be held on October 20, 2018.
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Homecoming

8:00A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11:00A Morning Worship

26

8:00A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11:00A Morning Worship

19

8:00A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11:00A Morning Worship
4:00P Churrch Outing
First New Zion Church
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HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11A Morning Worship

5

Sun

6:00P Missionary Society
6:30P Trustee Ministry
7:30P Deacons

27
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Mon

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

29

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

28

22

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir
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21

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

14

8

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir
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Tue
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Fri

9:00A Deaconess Ministry
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10:00A Missionary Workshop
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