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"Our Story, His Glory"
Psalm 90:9 (KJV) “we spend our years
as a tale (story) that is told.”
Last year, Mt. Bethel celebrated our 150th
(the Sesquicentennial) Anniversary. What
a great time we had as we enjoyed all of the
activities. I must say, it was a marvelous
month of celebration. All events were well
attended and executed with an air of
excellence. I believe that we all had a great
time.
What the Sesquicentennial Anniversary taught me is the history of this church.
Things that I didn’t know were made know to me. The Sesquicentennial story
of this church consists of many stories. A “story” is a narrative, true or fictitious,
short or elaborate, incidental or significant; a series of events. When I look over
the life of this church, now over the 151 years, this church has many stories to
tell. Mt. Bethel Baptist Church is like the Reader’s Digest: one magazine, one
book, but many stories.
Even with my 21 years of service to this church, I also have stories to tell. My
story can include my wife or my children, but it’s my story. My story through this
21 years includes stories about health problems, house problems, car
problems, family problems, church problems, jobs and money problems, and
the list goes on and on.
Listen, we all have a story to tell. Some of the stories are short, some are long,
and some are ongoing. Some stories are elaborate, and some are simple.
Some stories you walk into, some stories you stumble into. Some stories you
come through while others are stories ongoing, you are still going through.
Some have stories of being under paid, layoffs, no job, living off unemployment
checks. Some have stories of foreclosures, bankruptcies and homelessness.
The truth of the matter, when you think about it, our life is a story. In fact, our
life consists of many stories. But can I help you out? For the believer, our story
always ends with His Glory. And our story always ends with our praise.
Romans 8:28 (KJV) 28 And we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued from Page 1)

I have the consolation knowing that all things that happen to me are under the
direction and sovereignty of God. Listen, God has appointed that all things that happen to me will contribute
to my salvation. This means that all my afflictions and trials, all of my persecutions and calamities, all of
my disorders and disasters are in co-operation, they are a collaboration, they are contributing to my good.
They are for my promotion, for my elevation. My afflictions become my blessings, my persecutions are for
advancement.
But here is the good news: Always remember, for the believer, your story will always end in His glory. God's
glory will always be manifested in His power, perfection and presence. God never started a project that
He didn’t finish. Listen, salvation is the good work God does in us when we trust His Son. This is our story,
but remember you must manifest it in your praise.

Pastor and Lady R.E. Herring, Sr.

Prayer and Supplication for our Pastor
Holy God, we thank You for the blessing of a great Pastor. We now pray that You would give him
strength to endure whatever lies ahead of him. Father, we pray that You continue to keep his
body, mind and soul, as he continues in Your service in this broken world. Father God, we ask
that You keep him a witness of strength to others so that they "walk and not faint."
God, we ask that You allow Your words, through him, to provide hope that the world can never
offer.
Then Lord God, as we close this prayer, we pray for his family. We ask that You keep them excited, as they anticipate
Your plans for their lives. Father we pray they continue to produce fruit for You as they spread the message of Your
Son in this unbelieving world.
We pray this prayer in the name of the Good Shepherd, Jesus. Amen.
P. Cross

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOCUS
May 2017
GOD'S URGENT CALL
Called to be Strong
June 4th Deborah and Barak
Judges 4:1-10
June 11th Gidwon's Call
Judges 6:11-18
June 18th Jephthah's Answer and Vow
Judges 6:4-11, 29-31
June 25th Samson's Call
Judges 13:1-7, 24-25
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"Empowered Brothren Jail Tour"
On Saturday, May 13, the Empowered Brethren ministry, along with the Jail and Prison ministry, took 19 mentees
along with 6 adults to the James Montgomery Correctional facility located on Lannie Road for their Annual Jail Tour.
Our tour guide was Officer Grant who was assisted by Retired Officer Turner. Officer Grant is a 33-year veteran of
the Jacksonville Correctional facility who has 31 days left before retirement. He pastors a local Baptist church located
on 63rd street. Officer Grant invited some of his young mentees (young girls and boys) from his church for a combined
tour. He gave a brief speech of what to look for and also stated that there are some inmates who are HIV positive
and/or have full blown aids, so he treats everyone the same to be on a safe side. The first stop was the visitation area
where he said all phone conversations are recorded and can be played back at a later date to determine if any crime
may have been or possibly can be committed. The next stop was the area where the inmates work inside the facility.
Any inmate who does not want to work gets placed inside a holding cage that is just big enough for them to stand.
He stated that this may look bad, but to avoid being in there just do the right thing(s) to keep you from coming to
jail in the first place. The next stop was the recreation area that the inmates can come out for one hour a day if the
weather permits. He then took us inside where the men are housed and showed the group how they live on a day
to day basis. He also stated that one area is where they train dogs to be adopted by civilians after they have gone
through their training by certain inmates. Our next stop was the laundry room where Officer Grant stated that these
items are used over and over again and what is used to clean them can be the cheapest items the city will buy so
do not expect things like Downy or Tide to be used. The next stop was the kitchen area where the food is prepared
in trays and served to the inmates. No inmate is allowed to cook food so the food is cooked by an outside agency
and brought into the facility. Our last stop was the female dorm where Officer Grant stated that a movie was shot
there on location starring Omar Epps years ago. There was a question and answer session given inside the female
dorm and one of the
young ladies asked
what the metal walls
were for, and Officer
Grant stated that the
inmates are given a
reasonable amount of
privacy.
Another
question asked by one
of our young men was
what they are in for
and Officer Grant
stated various crimes
but nothing of a major
crime. Once everyone
was back outside
Officer Grant asked
the entire group if they ever want to be here as an inmate, and both parties said, “No way.” Everyone thanked Officer
Grant for the knowledge that he gave, along with an enlightening tour of the facility.
D. Bell

POSITIVE MESSAGE
God's Got Your Back
Isn’t it amazing how God can hear your prayers and send encouragement
to you through someone else? Just because you cannot see it happening
does not mean it is not (Romans 8:28 - And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called
according to his purpose) During the rough times in your life, you must
know, without any doubt, God is still in control.
D Bell
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"MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVATION"
On 4th Sunday during Morning Worship, Dea. Johnny Smith, with the help of Sis. Ruth Mitchell’s Young People
Sunday School Class, reminded us of the military soldiers who died while serving and protecting our country. The
young people informed us of soldiers connected with Mt. Bethel who are also to be remembered on this day. The
flag was held at half mast, in memory of our fallen soldiers.
Upon graduation from high school, Sergeant Reginald “Reggie” Grant enlisted in the U.S. Army in November 1993.
The Army was Reggie's life, and he took pride in every aspect of service, attaining the rank of Sergeant during his
career. Sgt. Grant served his country in Hungary, Germany, Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan. He was last stationed at
Ft. Campbell, KY, where he was assigned to Incoming Personnel. Sergeant Reginald “Reggie” Grant passed away
while stationed at Ft. Campbell, KY on Thursday, May 21, 2009, and was buried with military honors in the
Jacksonville National Cemetery. He is the son of Sis. Betty Grant and the grandson of Deacon Eugene Grant.
Chief Master Sergeant Earl Taylor enlisted in the United States Army Air Corps in 1941, and received training to be
an aircraft and engine mechanic at the Tuskegee Army Air Field (TAAF) in Tuskegee, Alabama, and served in that
capacity during World War II. On March 29, 1953, while he was stationed in Riverside, CA, he was accidentally
electrocuted as he was doing repair work on one of the base’s planes. Sergeant Taylor was shipped back to
Jacksonville and was buried with military honors in the Pine Hurst Cemetery. He is the son of the late Mother
Florence Taylor Kelly, grandson of the late Dea. Dred Henry and brother of Bro. Freddie Kelly.
2nd Lt. Alphonso Simmons was born in Ocilla, GA in 1919, and moved with his family to Jacksonville, FL, when he was
very young. They settled in the Moncrief area and joined Mt. Bethel Baptist Church. He enlisted in the United States
Army Air Corps in 1941, and received training at the Tuskegee Army Air Field (TAAF) in Tuskegee, Alabama. Upon
graduation from flight school, he was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant, and became one of the Tuskegee airmen, the first
black servicemen who served as military aviators in the U.S. armed forces, flying with distinction during World War
II. Lt. Simmons’ plane was shot down twice, the second one a fatal crash. He was awarded the Purple Heart and
Distinguished Flying Cross after his death, and he was buried with military honors in the American Cemetery - SicilyRome, Italy. His parents are the late Mr. and Mrs. John and Rosa Simmons, and his brother is the late Morris “Rock”
Simmons.

"Happy Mother's Day
Breakfast"
On second Sunday, May 14, 2017, the Mt. Bethel men
honored all the women of the church for Mothers’ Day.
The morning began with a wonderful breakfast of grits,
eggs, fried fish, sausage, potatoes, liver & onions, fruit,
juice and biscuits prepared with love. The Sunday School
lesson was “God’s Protective Love”, Jonah 2: 1-10, which
was reviewed by Rev. Gary Kitt. During the morning
worship services, Deacon Alvin & Sis. Florence Jarrell and
Minister Pat Jarrell performed a mini Mother’s Day skit.
The women were all presented with a rose.
We would like to say “Thank You” to all the men of Mt.
Bethel for their expression of love.
D Gosine
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"Strength Scripture Prayer"
Thank you, Lord, for renewing my strength as I wait on you. Lord, I thank you that as my strength is renewed I shall
rise up with wings like eagles, I shall run and not grow weary and shall walk and not faint. – Isaiah 40:31
Thank you, Lord, that I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. – Philippians 4:13
Thank you, Lord, for being my refuge and strength – a very present help in trouble. – Psalm 46:1
My flesh and heart may fail, but I thank you, Lord, that you are the strength of my heart and my portion forever. –
Psalm 73:26
Lord, I thank you that your grace is sufficient for me, for your strength is made perfect in my weakness. I will
gladly boast in my weakness that your power, Lord, may rest on me. – 2 Corinthians 12:9
Thank you, Lord, for your strength so I can be strong in the Lord and in your mighty power. – Ephesians 6:10
Lord, I thank you that your joy is my strength. – Nehemiah 8:10
Thank you, Lord, for being near to me. Lord, you are my strength; come quickly to help me. – Psalm 22:19
Lord, I thank you that you are my strength and my defence – you are my salvation. – Psalm 118:14
Thank you, Lord, for being gracious to me; I long for you, Lord. Be my strength every morning – my salvation in times
of distress. – Isaiah 33:2
Thank you, Lord, for being my strength; you make my feet like the feet of a deer and enable me to tread on the heights.
– Habakkuk 3:19
Lord, I pray that out of your glorious riches you may strengthen me with power through your Spirit in my inner being.
– Ephesians 3:16
Thank you, Lord, for arming me with strength, and making my way perfect. – Psalm 18:32
Thank you, Lord, for giving me strength when I am weary and increasing power when I have no might. – Isaiah 40:29
Lord, I thank you that you answer me when I cry out to you and have made me bold with strength in my soul. –
Psalm 138:3
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SPOTLIGHTING OUR
OWN

FIRST ANNUAL PRAYER BREAKFAST
Wednesday Noon-Day Prayer Warriors
“Worshippers Coming Together to Break Bread”
On Saturday, May 6, 2017, we joined the Prayer Warriors in
their First Annual Prayer Breakfast, and were filled both
physically and spiritually. The breakfast was prepared by the
men of Mt. Bethel with Dea. Kenneth Harris as Chef, and the
young men acted as servers. The menu consisted of seasonal
fresh fruit, assorted pastries and muffins, salmon croquettes,
ham steaks, sausage links, biscuits, and beverages of freshly
brewed coffee, juice and water. Everything was good to the last
drop.
For all who attended, this was an awesome experience, food
for the body and food for the soul. The food for the soul was
Rev. Edmondson, Jr.
served in the following manner: Rev. and Min. Aaron and Diane
Jacobs prayed for the Married Couples and Families; Rev. Stevie Watts prayed for Unity; Rev. Gary Kitt
prayed for Government; Dea. Alvin Jarrell prayed for the Incarcerated; Sis. Padricka Wiggins prayed for
the Youth. Rev. James Edmondson was the main course, for he brought the Word for the hour. Min. Patricia
Jarrell servered as the Hostess with Bro. Terence Wright as Moderator. Thank you, Prayer Warriors and
the Brethren, for a job well done. Looking forward to next year.
“For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20
(KJV)
D Gosine

Bro. Wright

Min. Gerald

Rev. Watts

Rev. Kitts

Mr. & Mrs Min. Jacobs

Dea. Gerald

Sis. Wiggins
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MY TRANSITION FROM BARBADOS TO JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
Schools in Barbados - As a young girl, my sisters and I attended an E.C. School, - which meant an English
Commonwealth School. I attended the E.C. School until I was around 7 - 8 years old. But one of my younger sisters
was always getting into trouble with other children, so my mother decided to remove us from the E.C. School to the
C.M. School; and now my change really began. I was very intelligent and began to climb up the ladder very quickly.
At that time, there were two types of exams in schools which would place us to higher schools level. There were the
Scholarships for the ages of 9 - 11 years and there was the Bursary for the older 11 - 13 years. Well, I missed the
Scholarship because I had passed the age for that, but I was in line for the Bursary. The difference between the two
exams was that the Scholarships were free for those children who passed that exam and the Bursary was for the older
children whose parents could pay for half the tuition, while the other half was paid for by the School Grants. So I won
the Bursary and my mother paid for the other for which the Parents or Guardians were responsible. This was the
educational part of my life.
Well, fortunately or unfortunately for me, as tradition went in those days, I was not able to finish my education as
I expected to do. I was taken from school at the age of sixteen, got married, had six children in Trinidad, and brought
them up with my husband in the best way I knew how. My marriage broke up; I left Trinidad and went to Barbados;
had two more children there; brought them up and this family was also broken up. My daughter from this family
came to New York to spend holiday with her God-Father, overstayed her time, had a pre-mature baby which she
could hardly take care of, and I was asked to come and help her. So this brought me to New York.
After a stint in New York with my daughter and her family, I thought it was time for me to return to Barbados, but
that was not the way the Lord had planned it. Another of my daughters was married and she now lived in Jacksonville.
She asked me to come and live with her and her family. So here I am, living for more than twelve years, still serving
the Lord, and walking in His Will, accepting whatever comes my way and being satisfied and knowing that as long
as I keep my hand in His, He will take me to where He wants me to be: serving Him, following Him, and allowing Him
to have His way until He calls me home to be with Him in Glory for the rest of my life.
Have Your Way, Oh Lord; Let Your Will be done; as in Heaven, so on earth, in Jesus’ Precious Name - Amen and Amen.
Thank you, My Lord
D Gosine
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Bro. Ralph Allen III

6/23

Bro. Baron Rosier

6/23

Sis. ShaQuana Kinchen

6/23

Sis. Cynthia Graham

6/24

Sis. Jackie Holsey

6/25

Sis. Jamieka Wilkinson

6/25

Sis. Patricia Scott

6/25

Bro. Christopher Lewis

6/25

Bro. Trayon Brown

6/25

Bro. Jershawn Owens

6/27

Sis. Stephanie Horace

6/28

Sis. Irene Smith

6/29

Bro. Donovan Masline

6/29

Bro. Patrick Crane

6/30

Sis. Daisy Norris

6/30

Sis. Angela Davis

6/1

Sis. Bervinda Monroe

6/1

Sis. Margaret T. Green

6/2

Bro. Anthony Harrity

6/2

Mo. Florence Jones

6/3

Sis. Ruthie Prime

6/3

Sis. Joyce Worth

6/3

Bro. Caesar Harrie, Jr.

6/5

Bro. Michael Jones, Jr

6/5

Sis. Constance Thornton

6/6

Bro. Andre McBride

6/6

Sis. Elaine Smiley

6/6

Dea. Isreal Boston

6/8

Sis. Olonya Kinsey

6/8

Sis. Kim Watts Campbell

6/8

Sis. Chaundra Mixson

6/9

David & Sharon Masline 6/19

Sis. Roselyn L. Toussaint

6/9

Michael & Daneshea Wolfe 6/23

Sis. Dorothy Parker

6/9

Walter II & Iris Rosier 6/25

Bro. Gerald Michael

6/10

Jerome & Michelle Haynes 6/26

Bro. Wilbur Foster

6/11

Mack & Euraydice Sims 6/27

Sis. Alexius Watkins

6/11

Isaac & Tijuanna Davis 6/30

Dea. Louis Colvin

6/11

Bro. Brian Ragsdale

6/12

Sis. Barbie Bryant

6/13

Bro. Edgar Bennett

6/13

Sis. Rosalyn King

6/16

Sis. Teressa Hill

6/17

Sis. Bonita McBride

6/20

Bro. John M. Crumley

6/20

Sis. Rosetta Chambliss

6/20

Sis. Ruth Sanders

6/20

Sis. Erin Thompson

6/21

Bro. Mitchell Smith

6/22

Sis. Shakekee Jackson

6/22

Bro. Amir Barney

6/22
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Calling All Missionaries - YES, THAT’S YOU!

Church

The Mt. Bethel Missionary Society is enlisting all of you, Mt. Bethel
Missionaries. Each year we take on various projects to aid the community
and this year we have two events that are close to our hearts. First is the
Boxes for the Needy and secondly, the Wanda Wilson Back to School
Giveaway. But we can’t make these happen without you. Beginning in May
a donation box will be placed in the church hallway, because May is Toiletry
Month. Please bring in toothpaste, soap, lotion, feminine products,
mouthwash, toothbrush, etc. Every other month we want to collect items
to complete our yearly project. All in Christ are Missionaries, so let’s work
together to make it better for someone in need.
Thank you, The Missionary Society

Shout Out to Mr. and Mrs. Bobby and Elaine Smiley
Please don’t forget to purchase your
ticket for the Mt. Bethel Anniversary
On Saturday, May 27, 2017,
Banquet.
the Smileys celebrated their

Date: Saturday, June 10, 2017, at the Golden Anniversary by
Hyatt Hotel, 5:00 PM.
renewing their marriage

vows in the presence of a

Tickets are $50.00, Formal Attire.
Please see your district leader ASAP; all cloud of over 100 witnesses
(family and friends) in the
funds are due by immediately.

Quality Inn Banquet Room.
This was coupled with the
celebration of Elaine’s 70th
birthday. Their children and
family did an outstanding job
of making this occasion special for this special couple. And the food
was delicious. Bobby and Elaine, may you have many more years
together loving one another as you do today.
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10

11

12

26

19

6:30 P Baptist training Union

12

5

Mon

8A Early Worship
6:P Missionary Society
Mother’s Day Breakfast 6:30P Trustee Ministry
9:30A Sunday School
7:30P Deacons
New Members Class
11A Morning Worship
Graduation Ceremony
AEM

25

8A Early Worship
Father’s Day
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11A Morning Worship

18

8A Early Worship
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11A Morning Worship
Church & Pastor
Anniversary
4P Closing Program

11

HOLY COMMUNION
SUNDAY
9:30A Sunday School
New Members Class
11A Morning Worship

4

Sun

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

28

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

27

21 1st Day of Summer

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

14 Flag Day

9:00A Prayer Line
11:30A Clothes Closet
11:30A Noon Day Prayer
6:30P Dance Ministry
7:00P SAT Sanctuary
Choir

7

Wed

20

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

13

6:30P Sun School Teachers
7:00P Youth Explosion
7:00P Mid-Week Prayer &
Bible Study

6

Tue

29

22

15

8

1

Thu
Fri

10

3

Sat

30

23

16

Notes:

9:A Deaconess Ministry

24

8:00P Movie Night
(Jail/Prison Ministry)

17

Last Day of School
Church & Pastor Anniversary
Church & Pastor Anniversary Banquet
Opening Service

9
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